The history of the Institute of Technical Biochemistry TUL dates back to 1963 when a laboratory of biochemistry was organized at the Faculty of Food Chemistry (former name of the faculty of Biotechnology and Food Sciences) next  owing to the decision of the Ministry of National Education, an independent Department of Technical Biochemistry was established. That department was the first institution of this kind in Poland, founded at the University of Technology. The founder and first manager of DTB was Dr. hab. Eng. Edward Galas. The studies in areas of biochemistry and enzymology, conducted by researchers from this department, gave rise to application of microorganisms and enzymes in industry, agriculture and medicine that in turn resulted in the development of biotechnology in Poland. 

In 1970 the organization of the Faculty of Food Chemistry was rearranged and since that time this faculty is comprised of four institutes, including the Institute of Technical Biochemistry, which was formed by connecting departments of Technical Biochemistry and Technology of nutrient formulas and concentrates. The first manager of ITB, in years 1970-1998, was Prof. Dr. hab. Eng. Edward Galas, and since 1998 ITB has been headed by Prof. Dr. hab. Eng. Stanisław Bielecki.

The intensive development of ITB was observed in years 1970-1980 due to numerous initiatives of the manager and employees, such as joining the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), which enabled purchasing modern biotechnological equipment (1974), establishment of a new research team specializing in fruit and vegetable processing (1978), which was headed in years 1978-2001 by Prof. Dr. hab. Eng. Jadwiga Wilska-Jeszka, implementation of the first in Poland industrial technology of bacterial alpha-amylase production (1980), and organization of the first in Poland Symposium of Biotechnology (1978) as well as contribution of Professor Galas to establishment of the European Federation of Biotechnology (1978).  

Starting from 1980s the scope of studies conducted in ITB expanded each year and brought about establishment of some new laboratories, including laboratories of: X-ray Structural Analysis (1989), Molecular Biotechnology (2002) and Tissue cultures (2005) as well as modernization of ITB’s pilot plant (2006). 

Currently, researchers from ITB conduct studies in the field of biotechnology, focusing on the development of novel processes or improvement of existing technologies in food, pharmaceutical, and chemical industries and in environment protection. Modernization of ITB in years 2012-2014 and purchasing of newest laboratory equipment gave rise to advanced studies in the fields of industrial biotechnology, molecular biotechnology, biomaterials engineering (mainly bionanocellulose modifications), proteomics/structural biology, food biochemistry and nutrigenomics.

Several research projects, which received financial support from EU were realized for the last 5 years in ITB, including the following ones:
1.
Production and upgrading of 2,3-butanediol from biomass. 

2.
Production of polyphenol preparations showing antiplatelet and cardioprotective activities.

3.
Biotransformations useful in pharmaceutical and cosmetic industries.

4.
Application of biomass for production of polymeric, environmentally-friendly materials.
Results of the aforementioned and other projects were used to prepare 36 patents, 38 patent applications and 82 publications. This provides evidence of the high level of research activities at ITB and its high potential in commercialization of research outcomes. 

